
The central Ohio region expects 500,000 more people and 300,000 more jobs over the next 
35 years. Last spring, we asked community members like you to help shape that future by 
sharing their vision for how transit can support and improve quality of life and strengthen 
our region as a world-class destination for residents, businesses and visitors.

Now we want to share what we heard, and ask you the next question: where do you want  
to go first? It’s your move!
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All interested people are encouraged to attend and participate. Public participation is solicited 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability or familial status.

Far East
When
Monday, September 28 
6:00–7:30 PM 

Where
Far East Neighborhood Pride Center  
2500 Park Crescent Drive, Columbus, OH 43232

Join us at our September forums
Presentation & discussion, followed by open house

Participate online by taking our survey Sept. 28 – Oct. 30  
at COTA.com/NextGen.

Hilltop
When
Tuesday, September 29 
6:00–7:30 PM 

Where
Columbus Metropolitan Library Hilltop Branch
Hilltop Meeting Room
511 S Hague Avenue, Columbus, OH 43204

Downtown Columbus
When
Wednesday, September 30 
12:00–1:30 PM 

Where
Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) William J. Lhota Bldg. 
William G. Porter Boardroom
33 N High Street, Columbus, OH 43215

Gahanna
When
Wednesday, September 30 
6:00–7:30 PM 

Where
Gahanna Lincoln High School 
Clark Hall Student Center, 3rd Floor
380 Granville Street, Gahanna, OH 43230

You shared  
your vision. 
            Now choose  
            your move.



	 Lead the community in envisioning what 
our public transportation system needs to 
accomplish in the coming decades to ensure 
Central Ohioans have access to jobs, housing, 
education and services.

	 Prepare Central Ohio for future growth by 
identifying transit investments that integrate 
with regional plans and goals. Critical 
regional goals include maintaining regional 

competitiveness, minimizing sprawl and 
responding to demographic preferences.

	 Create transit investment options to support 
local and regional efforts to develop transit 
oriented and multimodal communities.

	 Identify conventional and creative revenue 
options that offer potential to support the 
recommended plan and ensure the plan can 
be implemented.

Overview
As the primary provider of public transit services in central Ohio, COTA is undertaking a long-range planning 
effort, COTA NextGen, to identify public transportation needs and opportunities for the next 35 years. Central 
Ohio’s growth has been robust, and this growth is expected to continue into the future. The Mid-Ohio Regional 
Planning Commission’s (MORPC) recent study, insight2050, projects central Ohio will add an additional 
500,000 residents and 300,000 jobs by 2050. This growth has also been accompanied by new expectations, 
preferences and priorities for how the community provides housing, locates jobs, develops entertainment and 
recreation amenities and structures institutions. COTA NextGen will consider how these trends will influence 
opportunities and demand for public transportation. The goals are to:

Public and Stakeholder Outreach
	 A Project Advisory Group (PAG) will serve as a policy level group of diverse, regional leaders to guide 

the study and serve as liaisons to their constituents. 

	 Targeted Stakeholder Meetings will be held with specialized interests such as seniors, the disabled 
community, students and young professionals. 

	 Three Rounds of Public Meetings will be held during each of the three project phases.

	 An Interactive Website will provide opportunities for the public to respond to surveys and submit 
comments. Visit www.cota.com/nextgen for more details.

Coordination
COTA NextGen will coordinate public involvement and information sharing efforts with the City of Columbus’s 
Connect ColumbUS Multimodal Plan and MORPC’s Metropolitan Transportation Plan. All three initiatives are long-
range transportation plans. For more information, visit morpc.org/mtp2040 and columbus.gov/ConnectColumbus.
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